
  		

Training young women in leadership and life skills through soccer. 
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Annual Report 2016 

2016 has been a pivotal year 
for Girls Leading Girls (GLG). 
With its continued growth in 
participants, supporters, 
partnerships, program 
offerings, and community give-
back, we have demonstrated 
our proof-of-concept to launch 
GLG into a new phase of 
established practices, 
relationships, and vision for 
future development. Since 
inception in 2014, Girls 
Leading Girls has tripled its 
impact to serve 250 girls, train 
20 coaches, add four new 
board members, hire one 
full-time staff member, and 
provide new program offerings.   

Unique programmatic 
highlights from the year 
include our service trip to 
Nicaragua with SF Sol players, 
a soccer clinic with World Cup 
and Olympic champion 
Shannon Boxx, participation in 
bi-annual Girls On the Run 
5Ks, and participation in the 
first ever Girls’ Festival hosted 
by World Wide Women. 	

Surveys demonstrate the 
profound effect that GLG has on 
the lives of participants: 

· 100% of participants said they 
felt more confident playing 
soccer. 

·  90% stated that they wanted to 
play soccer through high-school. 

·  70% indicated that they wanted 
to attend college and play 
soccer at that level.  
 
Results showed how our 
program has helped girls 
develop leadership and 
sportsmanship skills: 
 

· 90% of participants surveyed 
said that winning was least 
important to them, while 
challenging themselves and 
working hard was the most 
important.  

· 65% reported that their favorite 
part of the program was having 
female coaches.  

The GLG team also saw how 
our program affected leadership 
and community engagement. 
Five of this year’s participants 
went on to run for student 
council, and nine of our middle 
school participants traveled to 
Nicaragua to provide a week of 
free soccer for 30 girls.  

	

 IMPACT 
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I pass the ball 

To a small fast girl 
She shoots 
She scores! 

We don’t know each other, 
But we hug 

And high five, 
And just like that, 

I made a new friend. 
 
- SF Sol player’s reflection poem 
	

SERVICE ABR OAD: NICARAGUA 

The week of June 19, nine SF Sol players, two mothers, and three 
coaches jumped on a red eye flight headed to Leon, Nicaragua 
and spent a week running soccer camp sessions for over 30 girls 
in the nearby rural village of Goyena, while also engaging in 
additional service projects including assisting in farmwork, planting 
trees, and constructing piñatas for families to sell for extra income. 
Upon returning, one of our 12 year-old coaches shared,  

Girls Leading Girls is committed to supporting the girls of Goyena 
and the myriad development projects that are building a stronger, 
sustainable infrastructure for families in Nicaragua. To immerse a 
team of SF Sol players in Nicaragua’s culture was a gift that we 
hope to perpetuate further deepen by starting a girls soccer league 
in the village! The worldviews and service ethos that stems from 
these trips stay with our girls for a lifetime. 
 
 
 

“I am more aware of how fortunate I am and the amazing 
opportunities I get that many others don't have. I also 
know I still have so much more to learn about the world 
and the people living in it."  
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PLAYER PROFILE: SOFIA 

 
Nine-year-old Sofia used her feet 
rather than her hands to control a ball 
for the first time at our winter soccer 
clinics in January. Prior to our 
Wednesday sessions, Sofia had not 
participated in an organized sport. 
After eight weeks of soccer clinics, 
Sofia was hooked. When Girls 
Leading Girls offered summer camp 
scholarships to E.R.  Taylor 
Elementary students, Sofia was one 
of the first to return her application. 
She showed up with her grandfather 
at the school’s entrance 20 minutes 
early on Monday, August 8th with 
never-worn shin guards and cleats. 
She and three other girls from her 
school joined 46 other young athletes 
at Cox Stadium at San Francisco 
State University for a full week of 
soccer camp and team-building with 
collegiate soccer players and GLG 
coaches. 

By the end of camp, Sofia was no 
longer taking off her shin guards 
every half hour to “let her shins 
breathe.” Instead, she refused to take 
them off as we carpooled back to 
school.  “I’m getting used to these 
things. Hashtag shinguards!” she 
said. By the end of camp, Sofia had 
not only forged new friendships with 
her classmates from school, but was 
also meeting and playing with girls 
from across San Francisco (see 
photo top right). During that last car 
ride home from camp, Sofia also 
mentioned that she was going to try 
out for the school’s soccer team this 
year. We are eager to hear whether 
she has continued to use those shin 
guards. We will find out soon when 
we host our clinics again on campus 
next January. Sofia is one of many 
young girls who discovered a new 
identity as an athlete and teammate 
due to girls-only winter clinics and 
summer camps. 

COMMUNITY SOCCER  CLINICS 
 
Girls Leading Girls offers eight weeks of free girls soccer clinics 
at local, high-need public schools in order to expose players 
ages 5-12 to team sports- many for the very first time. These 
clinics give girls a space and time of their own to play, which is a 
unique offering. Generally, if soccer is being played at school on 
the playground or even with their school team, at this age it is 
co-ed. This can cause barriers to entry into the sport and a 
higher rate of attrition when it comes to keeping girls in the 
game.  
 
In 2016, Girls Leading Girls coaches, college players, and guest 
coaches worked with 50 girls at E.R.Taylor Elementary in the 
Excelsior, the largest public elementary school in SFUSD, and 
Marshall Elementary, a 100-year-old establishment tucked away 
in the heart of the Mission district. 
 
Players of all ages and abilities practiced basic soccer skills, 
participated in team-building activitiies, contributed to life-skill 
discussions, and developed relationships with professional, 
female coaches. Some have received scholarships to participate 
in SF Sol’s soccer camps and spring and fall club teams. 

             GROWING THE GAME    	3



	

	

	

	

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
	
Katie Awerkamp 
Soccer Specialist 
Academy of Art University 
 
Aichi Daniel 
Legal Specialist 
PG&E 
 
Chancelor Daniel 
Women’s Coach Academy 
Advisor 
SF City College 

Amy Hardison 
Board Chair 
London Fall Protection 
 
Joanna LeFrancesca 
Volunteer Manager 
Go Overseas 
 
Merri McCann 
Marketing  & Outreach 
Google 
 
Brianna Russell 
Executive Director 
Girls Leading Girls 
 
Wilita Sanguma 
Board Recruitment 
USF 
 
DONORS 

Foundations 
Art4Moore 
Clinton Global Initiative Universities- Rutgers 
Olympic Club Foundation 
The Pollination Project 
 
Community Partners 
Academy of Art University Women’s Soccer Team 
Adobe 
Girls on the Run 
Golden Gate Women’s Soccer League 
Ivivva 
San Francisco State University Women’s Soccer Team 
SF Ballet 
SF Deltas 
The Squad Royale 

“The team of coaches, staff, 
and board members 

combined provide Girls 
Leading Girls with the 

technical support necessary 
for any future growth. I highly 

recommend this 
organization.” 

- Shannon Boxx 

 

Girls Leading Girls, 3145 Geary Blvd. 
#402, San Francisco, CA 94118 

A 501c3 nonprofit building the next 
generation of strong female leaders 
through soccer.  

All donations are tax-deductible:  
EIN #46-4563540 
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This December 2016, Girls 
Leading Girls is launching the 

Parent Advisory Board of 
Directors Committee to better 

include dedicated and committed 
parents that support our work. 

Interested parents, please contact 
Brianna Russell at 

brianna@girlsleadinggirls.org 
for details.	
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Average fee per player per season: 
$475 competitive / $275 recreational 

 
- 2016 Annual Revenue $182,000 - 

98% of your donation amount goes to our 
GLG charity programs that are free for 
participants and to our Sol scholarship 

players! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We currently have 10 scholarship participants 
playing on SF Sol club teams. GLG also 

facilitates free clinics to over 50 girls in the 
Excelsior and Mission districts. These clinics will 

expand to reach girls in the Tenderloin in 
January 2017. 
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Your Donation Goes Here: 


